
 
 
 

As a violin or viola player you will play in 
an orchestra at some point in your 
musical journey. 
 
An orchestra is a large group of 
musician who play together on a variety of instruments. 
 
Leading the group of musicians is the conductor.  
 
The Instruments of the Orchestra are organised into 
four families:  
 
Strings, Woodwind, Brass, and Percussion.  
 
Why are they called families?  
Because the instruments share characteristics, like: 
How they make their sounds; How they are made or put 
together; The materials that are used to make them.  
 
Even though they are similar in some ways, 
the instruments in a family can be very different in 
size, shape, and pitch. 
 



  

Strings – String Instruments use vibrating 
strings to make their sound. The violin and 
viola are examples of a string instrument. 
 

Woodwinds – Woodwind instruments are made 
of a long hollow tube of wood or metal. The 
sound is made by blowing air through a very 
thin piece of shaved wood called a reed, or 
across a small mouthpiece. The clarinet is an 

example of a woodwind instrument.  
 
Brass – Brass instruments are wind 
instruments made of metal with a 
cup shaped mouthpiece. The tuba 
is an example of a brass 
instrument. 

Percussion – Percussion instruments are 
played by being struck or shaken. A 
snare drum is an example of a 
percussion instrument. 

 

Go to this website to explore the orchestra. Then have 
some fun with the worksheets. 

https://www.classicsforkids.com/music/instruments_or
chestra.php 



  

1) Draw a line between each instrument and its name. 
2) Draw a line between each instrument and its orchestral 

family. 
 
 

Brass Family 

Percussion Family 

Woodwind Family 

String Family 

Trumpet 
 
Timpani 

 

Violin 

Trombone 

Clarinet 

 
3. Write the name of another instrument in the STRING FAMILY 

______________________ 
 

4. Write the name of another instrument in the BRASS FAMILY 
______________________ 

 
5. Write the name of another instrument in the PERCUSSION FAMILY 

______________________ 
 

6. Write the name of another instrument in the WOODWIND FAMILY 
______________________ 

 
7. 7. To which family does the XYLOPHONE belong? 

______________________ 
 

 



  

 

 
Instruments whose sounds are 
produced by stretched strings belong 
to the string family. 
Which of the following instruments are 
not string instruments? Cross them out. 
 
Viola  
Timpani  
Harp 
Double bass 
Electric bass  

Harmonica 
Triangle 
Violin  
Cello 
Banjo  

Piano  
Trombone 
Guitar  
Mandolin  
Drum Kit

 
Make your own list of string instruments. 
Do some research to see if you can find some which are 
not on the above list. 
................................................
................................................ 
................................................
................................................ 

................................................

................................................ 

................................................

................................................

Which string instruments would you usually find in a 
symphony orchestra? 
 



  

(Tick the correct box) 



  

 

Instruments which are blown into (wind) and which were often 
originally made of wood. Woodwinds can then be divided into 
two subfamilies: flutes, where air is blown across a mouthpiece; 
and reed instruments where air causes the reeds in a 
mouthpiece to vibrate. 
 
Which of the following instruments are not woodwind 
instruments? Cross them out. 
 
Recorder  
Flute  
Oboe 
Bassoon  
Violin 
Cor anglais  
Bagpipes  

Piccolo 
Saxophone  
Lute  
Harmonica 
Piano 
Harp 
Clarinet 

 
Make your own list of woodwind instruments. Do some research 
to see if you can find some which are not on the above list. 
.................................................... 
.................................................... 
....................................................  
 

.................................................... 

.................................................... 
………………………………………………… 
 

Which woodwinds would you usually find in a symphony 
orchestra? 
..................................................................................................................... 



  

Find musical instruments reading across or down and draw 
circles around them. In the list below tick the box next to each 
name as you find it then write the family to which it belongs. 
 



  

 
Brass instruments are usually made of brass but are sometimes 
made of other metals.  
 
Which of the following instruments do not belong to the family 
of brass instruments? Cross them out. 
 
French horn 
Trumpet  
Cornet 
Saxophone  
Metallophone  

Tuba 
English horn 
Trombone 
Euphonium 
Bugle 

Guitar 
Sousaphone 
Oboe  
Hunting horn  
Cymbals

Make your own list of brass instruments. Do some research to 
see if you can find some which are not on the above list. 
.................................................... 
.................................................... 
....................................................  
 

.................................................... 

.................................................... 
………………………………………………… 
 

Which brass would you usually find in a symphony orchestra? 
 
…………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………. 

 



  

 
The answers to the clues in this crossword puzzle are all 
names of musical instruments. 
 



  

 
Instruments which need to be hit or shaken to make a sound 
are called percussion instruments.
Which of the following instruments are not percussion 
instruments? Cross them out. 
 
Woodblocks   
Marimba  
Triangle 
Viola 
Bassoon 
 

Xylophone 
Castanets  
Timpani  
Piano 
Tuba

Make your own list of percussion instruments. Do some 
research to see if you can find some which are not on the above 
list. 
.................................................... 
.................................................... 
....................................................  
................................................... 
.................................................... 
………………………………………………… 
 
Which percussion would you usually find in a symphony 
orchestra? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 



  

 
This is the typical layout of a symphony orchestra. 

 
Fill in the blocks of instruments according to the family to 
which each belongs. 
 
Use a different colour for each family: 
 
Blue for Percussion  
Yellow for Brass 

Green for Woodwind  
Red for Strings


