
Dalry Home Learning Position Paper  

 

School Vision 

A child’s first and most important teacher is the parent, carer and extended families 

around them.  Family Learning or Home Learning is recognised as having significant 

benefits to parents, carers and children of all ages. 

We hope to raise confidence in parents and raise participation in being fully involved in 

their child’s learning and development.  Research shows that this participation is a key 

factor in raising ambition, aspirations and achievements for all learners. 

 

What do we mean by Home Learning? 

From the moment they are born, children begin to absorb information and make sense 

of their world.  As well as providing the basics for growth and development: food, 

comfort and security, parents/carers also provide stimulation through everyday activities 

such as games, rhymes and language that help a child to learn. 

Many of these activities are part of everyday life - preparing and eating meals together, 

doing the washing, shopping, watching TV, visiting friends and families – but for young 

children they are opportunities for discovery and learning. 

However, once children start more formal education it’s not always easy for parents to 

know how best to help their child.  As children grow older it is easy to forget the strong 

influence that the home and the community still have on their learning, especially as 

children only spend 15% of their time in school. 

(Engaging Parents and Families, Section 2: Learning at Home, Education Scotland) 

Whilst school can provide, skills, strategies and tools for learning in all curricular areas, 

it’s the Home Learning opportunities and activities that give it real-life context, whether 

in the family home or outdoors, and continue to foster a life-long learning ethos. 

 

What does the school do? 

As partners, we will provide resources and guidance, we will offer programmes in 

school and publicise activities out-with the school to enhance learning opportunities – 

such as events at the local library.  We will support pupils to engage their families in 

curricular areas by inviting them in to share their learning. 

 

 



What do parents/carers do? 

Participate in school/home collaborative activities.  Read to children to help expand 

vocabulary. Talk to, discuss and challenge their child to expand their thinking skills and 

to encourage sharing opinions and viewpoints.  Help children to make links with 

curricular learning and the world around them.  Visit classrooms to participate in pupil-

led workshops. Seek advice from school to keep learning fun. 

 

The value of Home Learning 

• Parents/carers as partners in increasing achievements and attainment 

• Parents spend more time enjoying shared family activities 

• Parents have a greater understanding of links between curricular areas and 

confidence to make connections with the wider world. 

• Recognising the importance of talking and listening as a learning tool 

• Children having experiences through activities as fun and engaging ways to learn 

• Play is an intrinsic model for learning 

• Extended families and carers can also support learning  

 

Summary 

With our linguistically and culturally rich setting, it is important that each family is 

supported and encouraged to see the value that participation and engagement can 

have on building both skills and knowledge for the children at Dalry Primary School. 

Confidence of parents in sharing and extending learning can be greatly improved by 

inviting them into the classroom regularly to look at resources and ideas, as well as 

fostering the links and relationships of the adults involved. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Home Learning - Out and About 
 

Home learning doesn’t have to be done at home. There are tonnes of ways to get out 

and about with home learning. 

Edinburgh features a UNESCO World Heritage Site, a rich scientific and cultural 

history, and amazing options to get outdoors and into nature. 

Even better a lot of our home learning options are free or cheap. 

Here are some great ideas for brain stretching fun that are free or cheap, and also 

some great ways to cut the extra costs of getting out and about. 
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Out and About for Free 
 

Once you have paid for all the family even the cheapest admission fees can stack up, so 

this guide will first focus on free family activities to support home learning. 

 

Museums 
Edinburgh has an amazing range of free museums, on a brilliantly wide range of topics. 

There are also some great museums just outside Edinburgh and easily accessible as 

day trips in other cities. If you are thinking about going further afield then do look at our 

cheap travel tips below. 

 

In Edinburgh 

• National Museum of Scotland- One of the most popular tourist attractions in the 

UK NMS is an amazing day out for all the family. There are regular special free 

events on weekends and in holidays (see the upcoming, free, family events here). 

It can also be great for an after-school trip to see a specific gallery, maybe to 

support a school project. NMS has galleries that would support many areas of 

learning including life sciences, STEM, world history (including an amazing, 

brand new, Egyptian gallery), Scottish history (five floors of the newest wing!) 

and arts, crafts and fashion. 

• Museum of Edinburgh and People’s Story- On Canongate you will find two sister 

museums, on opposite sides of the street, that tell the history of our city. The 

Museum of Edinburgh is the larger venue and features objects and stories about 

the fabric of our city. For history learning it is a goldmine. You can really get to 

grips with the fabric and development of our city here, from the oldest water 

pipes, made of wood, to the development of the Scottish parliament. Two popular 

highlights of the collection are the original plans of the New Town and Greyfriars 

Bobby’s Collar and bowl, objects that have learning possibilities for children at 

both ends of the primary school range. People’s Story continues the tale of 

Edinburgh by moving on from the fabric of the city and focusing on the social 

history, right up to recent protest movements in the city. 

• Museum of Childhood- MOC is a great museum both for children and about 

children. Engaging children in history by showing them what life was like for 

children, just like them. It was also the 2018 Days out with the Kids “Best Free 

Family Day out” award winner for Scotland. There’s also a great toy shop that 

featuring some retro memorabilia like ration cards and traditional toys that can 

spark discussion. 

• Museum on the Mound- Museum on the Mound is a museum about money, but 

money is just the entry point to an engaging exploration of technology, history 

and crime. 

• St Cecilia’s Hall- If you want to learn about music and instruments St Cecilia’s 

Hall on Cowgate is the place to go. To hear the sounds of all the instruments and 

exhibits download the tour app before arriving. Kids love audio tours! 

https://www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-scotland/
https://www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-scotland/whats-on/?selectedType=All&selectedFilter=Family&selectedCategory=17248&selectedWhen=All
https://www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/venue/museum-edinburgh
https://www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/venue/peoples-story-museum
https://www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/venue/museum-childhood
https://museumonthemound.com/
http://www.stcecilias.ed.ac.uk/


• Queensferry Museum and Forth Bridges- A bus ride away is another world 

heritage site, The Forth Bridges. A day out to see the stunning bridges, and to go 

for walks, is great in itself but few people notice there is also a free museum 

about the history of Queensferry in the town too that’s fun to drop into. 

• Scottish Parliament- Not everybody realises the Scottish Parliament is open to 

the public to visit and has a collection of art and artefacts belonging to Scotland. 

There is also a changing exhibition, which at present is on the role of the Scottish 

Parliament and gives you the opportunity to explore Scotland’s fascinating 

parliamentary history. Naturally this is of more interest to our P5-7 pupils but 

there is also a free creche and café. 

 

Near Edinburgh 

• John Muir’s Birthplace- John Muir was one of the world’s first environmentalists. 

He made his name in the US but he was born and brought up in Dunbar, which 

celebrates his contribution with a museum to him and by being the end point of 

The John Muir Way (see below in our walks section). Our environment is on the 

curriculum and engaging with this Victorian figure helps to show how attitudes to 

the environment have changed through history. 

• Coastal Communities Museum- The Coastal Communities Museum in North 

Berwick offers an excellent family escape on days when the seaside trip turns to 

drizzle. It tells the story of towns like North Berwick and is a real window onto the 

past. 

• Prestongrange- Is a great sneaky way to get some history and learning done 

whilst the kids think they are having a fun day outdoors. Set over a large outdoor 

area around an old mine it features some interesting old relics of the industrial 

past. There are also free outdoor toys to play with. The 26 bus goes all the way 

there for one ticket from Haymarket. 

 

Further Afield 

Glasgow 

• Riverside Museum- The Riverside Museum in Glasgow is a truly brilliant transport 

museum. Thanks to the amazing amount of space in the Zaha Hadid building it 

lives in it is probably the best transport museum in the UK. Kids can get very 

hands on with history through jumping on and off of all kinds of vintage transport 

and even visiting a recreation of an old Glasgow street. 

• Kelvingrove- Kelvingrove sits in a wonderful Glasgow park and manages to mix 

art gallery and museum. It features everything from dinosaurs to modern art so is 

a great place to do any home learning project you can think of, as well as blowing 

off steam in the park. 

  

 

https://www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/venue/queensferry-museum
https://www.theforthbridges.org/
https://www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/24228.aspx
https://www.jmbt.org.uk/
http://www.coastalmuseum.org/
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210593/museums/11878/museums_in_east_lothian/4
https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/museums/venues/riverside-museum
https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/museums/venues/kelvingrove-art-gallery-and-museum


Dundee 

• V&A Dundee - The newest major museum in Dundee is the first V&A museum 

outside London and a major new draw to Tayside. The focus is on Scottish design 

and design history. It has stamp trails for children and at the time of writing is 

soon to host a video games design exhibit which should inspire some coders, but 

it is definitely a better visit for children P5 and up with not as much for younger 

visitors (though Dundee does have lots for them, see below). 

 

Art and Craft 
 

Much like Edinburgh’s Range of Museums Edinburgh also boasts a world class range of 

art galleries and exhibition spaces. 

 

In Edinburgh 

 

• Scottish National Gallery- The Scottish National Gallery, at the bottom of The 

Mound, is one of the world’s great art collections. It can be used to look at 

different art styles but also to look at history through paintings. It has a year-

round programme of family activities and family-friendly cafes. 

• Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art- The Scottish National Gallery also holds 

modern art housed in two buildings not far from Dalry Primary. As well as being a 

fun visit to learn about contemporary art they have amazing art filled grounds. 

• Scottish National Portrait Gallery- The last of the Scottish National Gallery family 

is the portrait gallery on Queen Street. A great place for putting an historic face 

to a name. 

• City Art Centre- Located on Market Street, next to Waverley Station, CAC is home 

to a constantly changing range of art exhibitions. Art like this can inspire 

discussion with your child on a range of home learning topics. CAC is also a hub 

for the Science Festival. 

• Fruitmarket Gallery- The Fruitmarket Gallery, opposite CAC, is a leading 

contemporary art gallery. Some of their constantly changing exhibits can really 

grab children with the vibrancy. Check what’s on to see if it’s child friendly and 

head down. 

• Collective- Collective is a contemporary art group who have recently taken over, 

and funded the refurbishment of, the old observatory on Calton Hill. The park and 

walk up the hill are worth the trip to give a world-renowned view of the city but 

the modern art is also engaging, though as with the Fruitmarket do check what is 

on first. 

  

https://www.nationalgalleries.org/visit/scottish-national-gallery
https://www.nationalgalleries.org/visit/scottish-national-gallery-modern-art
https://www.nationalgalleries.org/visit/scottish-national-portrait-gallery
https://www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/venue/city-art-centre
https://www.fruitmarket.co.uk/
https://www.collective-edinburgh.art/


 

Further Afield 

 

• GOMA- Glasgow Museum of Modern Art is located in the city centre and is 

another great place to encounter modern art and spark discussion. 

• Kelpies- For a completely different kind of art experience why not try a visit to 

The Kelpies. The grand public art exhibits could spark all kinds of discussion and 

home learning, from history through comparison with older public art works to 

animals. There is also a great opportunity to team your trip with some health and 

wellbeing by walking or using cycle paths. 

 

Parks and Gardens 
 

Edinburgh is home to superb parks, nature reserves and gardens that people flock from 

over the world to see. Many of these sites key into home learning on plants and ecology 

but also history, and of course staying active. 

 

In Edinburgh 

• Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh- The Botanics is always a great visit for families 

and it features tonnes of opportunity to explore biology and plant life from all 

over the world. 

• The Meadows- The Meadows may seem a fun place but without learning 

opportunities but looks can deceive. Across The Meadows are boards that 

introduce local and Edinburgh history, community Scottish wildflower gardens 

and amazing trees. An introduction to the nature in our back yards. 

• Holyrood Park and Arthur’s Seat- Holyrood Park is an exciting visit with lots to 

learn and see. There is a very old medicinal garden, stunning and historic views 

of the city that have appeared in many films, and a brilliant opportunity to talk 

about volcanoes and plate tectonics as Arthur’s seat (and castle rock, Berwick 

law and Bass rock) are cooled lava spouts of ancient volcanoes. There is also the 

recent addition of a fabulous BMX and bike pump track for some more practical 

learning. 

• Craiglockhart Dells- The Water of Leith is at the heart of the history of our city 

and there are many amazing walks along it (see below), but a particularly great 

one for families is the walk down from Colinton and Craiglockhart to Slateford. 

Here you will find an extraordinary nature reserve right in the heart of our city 

where you can encounter animals including finches, tits, dippers, ousels, wrens, 

owls, voles, frogs, rabbits, hares, weasels, stoats, foxes and occasionally roe 

deer. You can also talk about, rivers and the natural environment, and local 

history as the main path is an old mill railway from a time when this natural oasis 

was a hive of industrial activity. The path actually starts further up at Balerno and 

extends all the way to Leith for other walks. In Slateford you will also find the free 

https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/museums/venues/gallery-of-modern-art-goma
http://www.thehelix.co.uk/things-to-do/the-kelpies/
https://www.rbge.org.uk/
http://themeadowsofedinburgh.co.uk/
https://www.visitscotland.com/info/see-do/holyrood-park-and-arthurs-seat-p914341
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/directory_record/940703/colinton_and_craiglockhart_dells
http://www.waterofleith.org.uk/centre/


visitor centre which teaches all about river systems and the history of the Water 

of Leith 

 

Further Afield 

• Dalkeith Country Park- One bus ride away from us in Dalry is Dalkeith Country 

Park. A great place for children to explore nature and engage with the outside 

world (but in close reach of a coffee!). Entry is free but there is also a paid entry 

adventure playground, much of which is newly constructed. The country park is 

rich with mushrooms and other fungus and would make a good spot to learn 

about life cycles. 

• Callendar Park- Located in Falkirk Callendar Park is a great day out for families 

and, with nature trails in the wooded areas, is a fun place to learn about insects 

and other wildlife. There are also some paid activities in the summer. 

 

Outdoor Activities 
 

Parks and gardens offer a great curated experience for families, but we are lucky, in 

Scotland and Edinburgh, to have access to wild experiences on our doorstep. You can 

start an adventure here by just leaving the house and all of those adventures are an 

opportunity to test and gain knowledge and learning. Teaching practical skills and 

resilience comes easily in the outdoors but so does geography, science, maths and 

research skills. Taking a book or guide with you on these trips can transform the 

experience. 

 

In Edinburgh 

• A walk around the town is a walk through a history of Edinburgh, Scotland, the 

UK, science, religion or whatever you want it to be. Really fun ways to get around 

and teach map reading include creating a treasure trail of your own with clues 

and letting the children map read and research clues or buying a cheap, pre 

prepared checklist or trail (Just one example among many is the I Spy series 

which does books on many cities and day trips). 

• The John Muir Way- The John Muir Way really is the start of an adventure on our 

doorstep. John Muir was born in Dunbar in 1838 and grew up in East Lothian. 

Later in his childhood his family crossed Scotland and boarded a boat in 

Helensburgh to head to America. When he grew up Muir became one of the first 

naturalists and environmental advocates, having a key role in the creation of the 

idea of national parks. The John Muir Way seeks to give a taste of Muir’s 

experiences and be an introduction to walking that traces his Scottish path from 

Dunbar to Helensburgh. The path passes along the union canal near the school 

and is always near to public transport and history. It also tries to take a green 

route through urban areas. You can pick up the trail in North Berwick, Dunbar, 

Musselburgh, across Edinburgh, Queensferry, Linlithgow, Falkirk and by Loch 

http://www.waterofleith.org.uk/centre/
https://www.dalkeithcountrypark.co.uk/
http://www.falkirkcommunitytrust.org/venues/callendar-park/
https://www.waterstones.com/book/i-spy-edinburgh/9782067159549
https://johnmuirway.org/route/south-queensferry-edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Muir


Lomond. A walk on this trail can serve as a great home learning experience and 

even as an amazing challenge for children and families, even with no walking 

experience. 

Near Edinburgh 

• The Pentland Hills Regional Park- Few cities in the UK can boast such an 

amazing outdoor resource for hiking, nature exploration and even some starter 

level wild camping. The Pentland Hills Regional Park is just a bus ride away. 

Read the Scottish Outdoor Code and then go and see some of the best views of 

Edinburgh. 

• Cramond Brass Rubbing Trail- Along the shore near Cramond is a trail of brass 

plaques showing art by children in local schools depicting the history the area. 

This is a great free way to get out and enjoy the foreshore. While in Cramond a 

trip across the causeway is also a great way to learn about tides. But do check 

the safe crossing times first! 

• Antonine Wall- Another World Heritage site near to us the Antonine wall 

stretches across central Scotland. There are lots of places to walk along the wall 

and check out the roman forts and surviving features. This is a really good way to 

talk about the Romans. 

Further Afield 

• Walking- There are tonnes of walks around Scotland for all abilities. One of the 

best resources for finding these is Walk Highlands. This website has maps and 

descriptions of lots of walks from the gentle to the truly adventurous. 

• Beaches- There are lots of great beaches near Edinburgh. North Berwick and 

Portobello are great for a traditional seaside experience but there are wilder 

places to explore too. Aberlady nature reserve has lots of wildlife and a great 

walk. Yellowcraigs has an amazing dune system and Coldingham has a great 

family beach but is also near St Abbs Head’s dramatic nature reserve with a 

lighthouse. All of these are accessible by bus from Edinburgh. 

 

Cheap and Great Value Ideas 
 

Whilst there is no need to spend on admission fees to get great home learning outside of 

the house there are some particularly fantastic opportunities near us that are worth 

considering. There are often ways to make these visits cheaper too. There will be a 

general money saving tips section at the end of this guide but if there is a specific hint 

for a venue we will put that here too. 

 

Museums 
Many of the museums mentioned in our free section above have paid exhibitions, but 

there are also some museum experiences that charge entry fees. Often these are 

http://www.pentlandhills.org/
https://www.visitscotland.com/accommodation/caravan-camping/wild-camping/
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20179/park_activities_and_events/98/brass_rubbings_trail
http://www.antoninewall.org/
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/


specialised museums that would be worth visiting alongside project work or to get a 

flavour of a period in history. 

In Edinburgh 

• Dynamic Earth- Next to the Scottish Parliament is a visitor attraction that tells the 

geological and ecological history of Edinburgh. It’s a really engaging science 

experience and touches on geology, palaeontology and ecology. 

Near Edinburgh 

• National Mining Museum- The National Mining Museum at Newtongrange vividly 

transports visitors to the past world of mining. If you book a tour you get to visit a 

recreation of a coalface while carrying a miner’s lamp. It’s a chance for children 

to get a taste of how Scotland’s industrial landscape has changed. 

• Bowness and Kinneil Railway and Museum of Scottish Railways- In West Lothian 

there is another taste of the past for children with the combination of a working 

steam railway and the biggest railway museum in Scotland. Even better the train 

offers an all day hop on hop off service allowing you to also take a walk in woods 

of the Kinneil estate. 

• National Museum of Flight- A sister museum of NMS on Chambers Street the 

Flight Museum at East Fortune features amazing family friendly exhibits and 

hands on history and STEM learning. They also host events regularly and hold 

Scotland’s big air show each year. 

• Almond Valley- Almond Valley near Livingston is a farm experience that features 

lots of activities for children throughout the year. 

Further Afield 

Dundee 

• Verdant Works- Verdant Works is another heritage museum, this time 

specialising in the jute industry. This museum and its working machines are a 

great introduction to Victorian factory life. There is also a deal available when 

tickets are bought in conjunction with entry to Discovery Point. 

• Discovery Point- Home to the RSS Discovery Discovery Point is a museum 

exploring Scott Shakleton and the Antarctic. Children can be engaged by the 

story of exploration alongside the science of the region, the history and many 

artefacts of 1900s period. When you consider that the V&A is next door and 

Verdant Works available on a dual ticket this can be a long but amazing value 

day. Especially if you use some of the travel tricks below. 

Stirling 

• Bannockburn- The Battle of Bannockburn experience just outside Stirling is an 

award-winning attraction. Suitable visitors7+ it offers children a really hands on 

learning experience with history. 

East Kilbride 

• National Museum of Rural Life- Another sister museum of NMS the National 

Museum of Rural Life lets children ride on a real tractor, meet some farm animals 

and engage with rural life through the ages. 

 

https://edinburgh.org/offers/dynamic-earth/
https://nationalminingmuseum.com/
https://www.bkrailway.co.uk/
https://www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-flight/
http://www.almondvalley.co.uk/
https://www.verdantworks.com/
https://www.rrsdiscovery.com/
https://battleofbannockburn.com/search?s=age
https://www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-rural-life/


 

Castles and Heritage 
As well as traditional museums there are many attractions in Edinburgh and beyond 

where the venue itself is the reason to visit. 

In Edinburgh 

• Edinburgh Castle- Edinburgh Castle is at the centre of our city both literally and 

historically. A visit can be free if you attend on the special day around St 

Andrew’s day (booking ahead essential). Otherwise there are discounts 

available if you look around. 

• Lauriston Castle- Lauriston Castle is just a bus ride away and is a stately home 

setting that often runs family friendly events and experiences. 

Near Edinburgh 

• Blackness Castle- Situated on the Firth of Forth this castle near Edinburgh is 

pretty stunning to visit. It’s also located on a great coastal section of The John 

Muir Way which also features a brand-new cycle path along the sea so a good 

way to get outdoors and learn about tides and the sea. 

• Linlithgow Palace- An important historic house for the Stewarts and Mary Queen 

of Scots’ birth place Linlithgow is a ten-minute train ride from Haymarket. While 

paying to visit the palace is fascinating you can still experience the view and 

design of it by taking a walk around Linlithgow Loch. With the walk only being 

about a mile even toddlers can take this ramble and experience nature, history, 

the great outdoors and a pretty good playground. 

• Dirleton Castle- Another castle on the John Muir Way walk/cycleway, and only 

one bus away from Dalry, Direlton can be teamed with a walk across to 

Yellowcraigs and its woods, adventure playground and dunes. 

Further Afield 

• Stirling Castle- A short train ride away Stirling and its castle, which is one of the 

most significant in Scotland. If you want to learn more about The Jacobites and 

other wars of independence in Scotland this is the place to visit. 

 

Theatre and Festivals 
As well as being a learning experience in its own right theatre can be an engaging way 

for children to learn about other topics. 

 

Edinburgh 

• Edinburgh Fringe Festival- Every year the fringe festival is an amazing 

opportunity to engage kids in all kinds of performance. Much of it is free or cheap 

so you can always take in a show. 

• Science Festival- The Science Festival takes place during the Easter holidays 

and is a great way to engage children with STEM topics through performance 

and interactive workshops. 

https://www.edinburghcastle.scot/
https://www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/venue/lauriston-castle
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/blackness-castle/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/linlithgow-palace/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/dirleton-castle/history/
https://www.stirlingcastle.scot/
https://www.edfringe.com/
https://www.sciencefestival.co.uk/


• Children’s Festival- The children’s festival is held yearly and has many shows for 

families. 

Further Afield 

• Biggar Puppet Theatre- Just a bus ride from Edinburgh is The Purves Puppet 

theatre in Biggar. As well as offering shows for children they also provide puppet 

workshops and puppet theatre education. A great way for children to combine 

art, design, acting and STEM work. 

 

 

Travel and Ticket Discount Tips 
 

Trains 
Trains can be expensive if booked late but they can also be very cheap and even get 

you discounts on entry tickets. 

• Book in Advance- The best way to get cheaper train tickets is to book in advance. 

For example an adult return to Dundee booked today is over £28. However, 

booked 12 weeks in advance it goes down to £15 for 2 singles (one each 

direction). This can also be teamed up with the next tip. 

• Family and Friends Railcard- The family and friends railcard gives up to 1/3 off 

train tickets for up to 4 adults and up to 60 % off for up to 4 kids. The card has 2 

named adults but only one of them has to be present for the card to be valid 

meaning large family trips or trips with friends are possible. Even better it works 

on the advance tickets mentioned above. So 12 weeks in advance the adult ticket 

is £4.95 each way with a railcard. You can buy a railcard from £27 online. 

• Kids for a Quid- One other rail deal worth investigating is the kids for a quid offer. 

If you travel by train to a number of days out venues, you can get a child train 

ticket for £1 and free entry to the attraction. This doesn’t work with a railcard but 

can sometimes work out cheaper. 

 

Buses 
• Lothian Buses offer family day tickets which are better value. 

• They also occasionally have discounts on entry when you show a ticket. For 

example, last October half term zoo entry was discounted when a bus ticket was 

shown. 

• East Coast Buses and Lothian County Buses run out in to east and west Lothian 

and offer the same sorts of deals as Lothian buses. 

• You can get buses to many places using other companies. Traveline Scotland 

can help with times, routes and prices. 

 

https://www.edinburghfestivalcity.com/festivals/edinburgh-international-childrens-festival
http://www.purvespuppets.com/
http://www.scotrail.co.uk/
https://www.railcard.co.uk/family-and-friends/
https://www.scotrail.co.uk/offers/kids-go-free-deals
https://www.travelinescotland.com/


Entry Tickets 
Entry to attractions can often be reduced by using a few tricks. 

• Leaflets- Leaflets are available in many tourist venues and can offer significant 

discounts on the up-front prices at other venues. Next time you are at a museum 

have a browse. 

• Multi venue discount tickets (like the one for the Dundee Museums) can make 

savings and help fill a day. 

• Online voucher websites like can offer good discounts. 

• Check the websites of the venues for upcoming offers. 


